Sky Hunters Environmental Education

[image: image1.jpg]Enmvironmental Sducation




Around the Clock with an Owl and a Hawk

Sky Hunters is introducing our new Environmental Biology presentation entitled “Around the Clock with an Owl and a Hawk.”  This presentation was specifically created for pre-school and kindergarten students and is presented in a 1/2-hour story-telling mode.  We will bring two live birds into the classroom to excite and stimulate the imagination of your students.  This presentation covers the Life Science standards for kindergarten and offers a peak into the natural world around us.  

We have two speakers who each handle a bird that is a character in the story.  As we read the seasonal story (which takes place in an imaginary park that could be right next door to your house or school yard) we go through the day, and the night, of a 24-hour period of time identifying what each of the birds are doing.  This introduces how the birds use the same neighborhood, with each other and with us.  How they care for their families, what they look like, how they are different, and how they fit into whole balance of nature.  It starts out with an owl flying into a tree in the pre-dawn hours of the morning, checking in with his family and closing his eyes to sleep.  The owls sleep all day while the hawk, usually a little falcon, is very active and flies around all day in the story.  At one point we have the children stand up and stretch their "wings" as the bird is flying in the story. 

We have a second part of the program that has been very successful with pre-school and kindergarten children where we split the group up into two stations and have supervised hands on touching of wings, feathers, bones and skulls.   After about 15 minutes we switch groups.  This re-enforces the ideas of how birds can fly, how an owl can fly so silently, and where the owls large eyes come in to see better after dark.   Most of the preschool programs I have done tend to go over as the children are so interested that they don't want to stop!
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